298                   NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAB
From the very first day of peace, that is August 14th last, I
have been saying that the peace might only be a temporary luiL
There was no miracle. Will the foreboding prove true and will
Calcutta again lapse into the law of the jungle ? Let us hope
not, let us pray to the Almighty that He will touch our hearts-
and ward off the recurrence of insanity.
Since the foregoing was written, i.e., about 4 o'clock, during
silence, I have come to know fairly well the details of what lias
happened in various parts of the city. Some of the places which
were safe till yesterday have suddenly become unsafe. Several
deaths have taken place, I saw two bodies of very poor Mus-
lims, I saw also some wretched-looking Muslims being carted
away to a place of safety. I quite see that last night's incidents
so fully described above, pale into insignificance before this
flare-up. Nothing that I may do in the way of going about in
the open conflagration could possibly arrest it.
I have told the friends who saw me in the evening, what
tliepr duty is. What part am I to play in order to stop it ? The
Sikhs and the Hindus must not forget what the East Punjab has
done during these few days. Now the Muslims in the West
Punjab have begun the mad career. It is said that the Sikhs
and the Hindus are enraged over the Punjab happenings.
I have adverted above to an urgent call for me to go to the
Punjab. But now that the Calcutta bubble seems to have burst,
with what face can I go to the Punjab ? The weapon which has
hitherto proved infallible for me is fasting. To put an appear-
ance before an yelling crowd ^oes not always work. It certain-
ly did not last night. What my word in person cannot do, my
fast may. It may touch the hearts of all the warring elements
in the Punjab if it does in Calcutta. I therefore, begin fasting
from 8-15 to-night to end on]y if and when sanity returns to
Calcutta. I shall, as usual permit .myself to add salt and soda
bicarb to the water I may wish to drink during the fast.
If the people of Calcutta wish me to proceed to the Punjab
and help the people there, they have to enable me to break the
fast as early as may be,
Calcutta, l-9-'47
14-9-1947